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An Analysis of the Evolution of Imam Mahdi's Symbols. From
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Emphasison Titles, Traditions, and Structures)
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Abstract

The present study aims to re-examine certain types of symbols that
represent the belief in Imam Mahdi. The temporal and spatial scope
spans from the beginning of the Minor Occultation to the fall of the
Safavid dynasty within the geography of Iran. This was a period in which
Twelver Shia actively strived and experienced remarkable growth within
this region. In this process, three prominent symbols—titles, traditions,
and structures—are examined. The research posits that the development
and expansion of Mahdavi symbols reflect people's belief in Imam Mahdi.
Therefore, these symbols were analyzed, revealing that many of them
increased in number with the spread of belief in the occultation of the
Twelfth Imam and the relative freedom under Shia rulers. The significant
number of these symbols indicates the expansion of Twelver Shia during
the medieval period of Islam. The study also examines some superstitious
symbols and explains why they emerged in Shia symbol-making literature,
though they did not gain much acceptance throughout history. This
research uses descriptive and analytical methods, utilizing reliable sources.

Keywords
Imam Mahdi, Minor Occultation, Major Occultation, Safavid dynasty.
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Abstract

In the early centuries of Islam, a competition existed between the
dominant Sunni discourse across the Islamic world and the Imam-
centered discourse, with each trying to establish its own floating
arguments to its advantage. After the conquests, different regions of
Iran adopted various approaches when encountering these discourses,
with each region aligning itself based on the presented discourse's
compatibility with their needs and its capacity to meet them. Qom, as
one of the influential cities in the formation and evolution of Shiism in
Iran, holds a special position in Islamic history. The entry and
development of Imam-related teachings, which are the central and
focal points of the Imam-centered discourse, in Qom are subjects of
interest. The present study seeks to explain the role of the migration of
hadith scholars in the development of the Imamology discourse in
Qom during the second to fifth centuries Hijri. The analysis of
historical, Rijali, and narrative texts, and the content analysis of
Imamology-related traditions found in the surviving narrative sources
in Qom, indicate the extensive influence of the migration of hadith
scholars in developing this discourse in the city, which subsequently
spread to the entire Shia world.
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Imamology, Kufa, Qom, Hadith scholars.
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Abstract

Various works have been produced regarding the life and times of the
Imams and the historical events associated with them. However,
research on certain related topics, such as correspondence, has been
overlooked for a better understanding of the efforts of the Ahl al-Bayt.
Addressing the question of what content is included in the letters of
Imam Hassan Askari is the concern of the author in this paper. This is
achieved through the method of content analysis of the letters, aiming
for a correct and comprehensive understanding of the correspondence,
as well as familiarity with the Sirah (lifestyle) and efforts of the Imam
to guide his followers. The findings of this research indicate that Imam
Hassan Askari's greatest efforts were directed toward guiding his
followers and Shiites by addressing the intellectual concerns of his
companions regarding monotheism, clarifying the status of the Imams
in the Islamic community by mentioning their greatness and
miraculous deeds, their knowledge, introducing his successor,
responding to various jurisprudential issues, providing moral advice
and recommendations, and warning them against deviant movements,
including the Ghaliyan (extremists).

Keywords
Imam Hassan Askari, Imam's Correspondence, Content Analysis.
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Abstract

The writing of magqtal, particularly regarding the martyrdom of Imam
Hussain (peace be upon him), has been of great interest to historians
from both Sunni and Shia sects. Each, with their own perspective, has
addressed this topic either independently or indirectly within their
historical accounts. The book Rawdat al-Shuhada, authored by
Mullah Hussain Kashefi, is one such magqgatil that has gained
widespread popularity among the public and remains a reference for
several historical reports. Due to the significance of this work, the
current study adopts a descriptive-analytical method with a critical
approach to examine Kashefi's reports from Imam Hussain’s uprising
to the event of Karbala. Most of these reports are presented without
citing sources or references, and only a few are linked to sources like
Niur al-Aimma, Ibn A’tham, and Shawahid. While many reports lack
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proper sources, similar accounts, with slight content variations, are
found in older sources, making them relatively trustworthy. Even
when Kashefi cites sources for some reports, further scrutiny is
required, such as the reports of Moslim's children accompanying their
father and their martyrdom, Muslim's proclamation before his
martyrdom at the Kufah castle, and the account of Imam Hussain's
arrival in Karbala as cited from Nur al-Aimma. This study aims to
achieve its goal through descriptive and analytical methods.

Keywords
Rawdat al-Shuhada, Kashefi, Karbala, Imam Hussain (peace be upon
him).
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Abstract

Rings have held a significant place in human life, and they were of
particular importance in the sirah (lifestyle) of the Imams of the Shia,
especially the two Imams Al- ‘Askariyyin (the two Shia Imams, Imam
Hasan al-‘Askari and his father, Imam Ali al-Hadi). Their use was
emphasized and recommended. This research aims to deal with the
question of what significance, role, and function rings held in the sirah
of these two Imams. The hypothesis proposed is that the Imams Al-
‘Askariyym, while recommending the wearing of rings and detailing
how they should be worn, used them for sealing, blessings, and
adornment. The material of the rings, the type of gemstone, and the
inscriptions on the stone were points of focus in the sirah of the Al-
‘Askariyym, and they provided specific recommendations regarding
them. This study, based on historical sources and early reports, seeks
to clarify the importance of rings in the lives of these two Imams using
a historical-descriptive and analytical method. One of the key findings

1. Associate Professor, Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy, Qom, Iran. h.motahari @isca.ac.ir.

2. M.A in History of Islam, Masoumiyeh Institute, and Level 4 Student, Al-Zahra Society, Qom, Iran
(corresponding author). L.sharifi.1395@gmail.com.

* Motahari, H.; Sharifi, L. (2024). The Significance of Ringsin the Sirah of the Two Imams Al-‘Askariyyin.
Journal of Al-Tarikh va Al-Hadarah al-Islamiyah; Ruyat al-Mu'asirah, 4(7), pp. 114-143.
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of this research is the meaningful relationship between the inscriptions
on their rings and the political, social, and cultural conditions of their
time. Additionally, their emphasis on using this Islamic adornment
as a recommended practice, along with its merits and virtues,
demonstrates the high status of rings in their conduct.

Keywords
Ring, Gemstone Inscription, Ring Function.
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Abstract

One of the significant and influential events in the political history of
Imam Hassan (A.S.) is his assassination on the road to Sabat, Mada'in,
which, according to the widely accepted view of historians, was carried
out by the Khawarij. Based on these sources, two points have become
prominent: first, the sermon delivered by Imam Hassan at Sabat,
which, due to the suspicion of his intention to negotiate peace with
Muawiya, became the first issue that provoked the Khawarij to oppose
him. Second, the Khawarij acted on this provocation by assassinating
Imam Hassan (A.S.) on the way to Sabat, Mada'in. Given the
significant role this sermon and the attribution of the assassination to
the Khawarij play in the broader analysis of Imam Hassan’s peace
treaty with Muawiya, it is necessary to scrutinize the major issues
related to both the authenticity and content of these two topics. This
study, using a descriptive-analytical method, examines the relevant
sources concerning the sermon’s content and the assassination event,
which are closely connected, and investigates the primary conspirators
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behind the assassination. Contrary to the widely accepted view, the
study presents a theory suggesting a conspiracy involving the
aristocracy and Muawiya’s infiltrators as the masterminds behind the
assassination of Imam Hassan (A. S.).

Keywords

Imam Hassan’s sermon at Sabat, assassination of Imam Hassan (A.
S.), Khawarij, Jarrah ibn Sinan al-Asadi, aristocracy of Kufa, Imam
Hassan’s peace treaty.
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