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*% Abstract

Since the 20th century, Western Shia scholars have published works
and studies about Shia imams (PBUH), which in many cases present
an incomplete and incorrect image of them. About the 11th Imam,
Imam Hasan Askari, this problem can be seen more, especially
because compared to some of the pure Imams, even Shia scholars have
paid less attention to him independently. In this article, we tried to
present the image of Imam Hasan Askari in the most important
Western specialized and general encyclopedias and then examine and
criticize it. The result of this study suggests that Western encyclopedias
have presented a dim picture of the personality, life and era of Imam
Hasan Askari and that picture is sometimes incomplete and distorted.
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