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Abstract

The present study aims to re-examine certain types of symbols that
represent the belief in Imam Mahdi. The temporal and spatial scope
spans from the beginning of the Minor Occultation to the fall of the
Safavid dynasty within the geography of Iran. This was a period in which
Twelver Shia actively strived and experienced remarkable growth within
this region. In this process, three prominent symbols—titles, traditions,
and structures—are examined. The research posits that the development
and expansion of Mahdavi symbols reflect people's belief in Imam Mahdi.
Therefore, these symbols were analyzed, revealing that many of them
increased in number with the spread of belief in the occultation of the
Twelfth Imam and the relative freedom under Shia rulers. The significant
number of these symbols indicates the expansion of Twelver Shia during
the medieval period of Islam. The study also examines some superstitious
symbols and explains why they emerged in Shia symbol-making literature,
though they did not gain much acceptance throughout history. This
research uses descriptive and analytical methods, utilizing reliable sources.
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