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Abstract

In the early centuries of Islam, a competition existed between the
dominant Sunni discourse across the Islamic world and the Imam-
centered discourse, with each trying to establish its own floating
arguments to its advantage. After the conquests, different regions of
Iran adopted various approaches when encountering these discourses,
with each region aligning itself based on the presented discourse's
compatibility with their needs and its capacity to meet them. Qom, as
one of the influential cities in the formation and evolution of Shiism in
Iran, holds a special position in Islamic history. The entry and
development of Imam-related teachings, which are the central and
focal points of the Imam-centered discourse, in Qom are subjects of
interest. The present study seeks to explain the role of the migration of
hadith scholars in the development of the Imamology discourse in
Qom during the second to fifth centuries Hijri. The analysis of
historical, Rijali, and narrative texts, and the content analysis of
Imamology-related traditions found in the surviving narrative sources
in Qom, indicate the extensive influence of the migration of hadith
scholars in developing this discourse in the city, which subsequently
spread to the entire Shia world.
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