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‘_li Abstract

=% Abu Yusuf Ya'qub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi, an Arab philosopher, was one of
the Islamic scholars with various works on different scientific subjects,
such as medicine, philosophy, astronomy, or what some refer to as the
"sciences of the ancients." He passed away in the second half of the 3rd
century AH. A report has been recorded about Imam al-Askari (A.S.)
warning him—through one of his companions—to abandon writing a
book on contradictions in the Quran. There are two differing opinions
regarding the authenticity of this report. Professor Morteza Motahhari,
considering Kindi’s philosophical works, viewed him as a pure-hearted
philosopher and deemed the report mentioned in Manaqib, which
claims that he intended to write a book on contradictions in the Quran
and was stopped by Imam al-Askari (A.S.), as fabricated. However,
several other writers have narrated this account. This article seeks to
examine this report from both textual and chain of transmission
perspectives. By analyzing other related reports and interpretations, as
well as examining exegetical works that document similar activities of
Kindi against the Quran, the study employs a descriptive-analytical
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approach to assess the validity of the Manaqib report. It also presents
the views of some Sunni scholars regarding accusations against Kindi
concerning his faith. Additionally, another report found in
authoritative Shi'a sources—interpreted by some as evidence of his
connection with Imam al-Askari (A.S.)—is scrutinized to highlight the
Imam’s meticulousness in safeguarding the Quran and addressing the
doubts regarding this Arab philosopher. Perhaps these reports and
interactions contributed to some considering Kindi as a Shi'a.

Keywords
The Quran, Imam al-Askari (A.S.), Kindi the Philosopher, Abu al-Qasim
Kufi, Opposition to the Quran.
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