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* Abstract

Given the significance of art as one of the key subjects in the treatises
of Shiite jurists, an important question arises: What impact did Shiism
have on the art of the Safavid era? The Safavid period is considered
one of the most crucial phases in the history of Iranian art. A
distinctive feature of this era is the manifestation of Shiite religious
symbols across all dimensions, especially in the realm of art. With the
official establishment of Shiism, the patronage of Safavid rulers for art
and artists, the expertise and skill of artists, and the rich Islamic
culture all contributed significantly to the flourishing of art during this
period. One of the key characteristics of Safavid art is its innovation
and inclination toward new artistic elements. Certain arts, such as
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architecture, thrived due to the emphasis on constructing Shiite
mosques, whereas others, like music, faced specific restrictions
depending on the Safavid ruler, albeit within the framework of Islamic
law. As a result, the categorization of arts in this period was influenced
by both religious and customary principles, leading to the
transformation, advancement, or decline of various artistic fields. This
research, by examining Safavid-era sources and relying on the
remaining artistic works of that time, illustrates the influence of
Shiism on the art of the Safavid period.
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