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Typology of the Verses of Ghadir®

Mohammad Ali Rezaei Esfahani
Professor, Al-Mustafa International University.
Rezaee.quran@gmail.com

& Abstract

The gathering at Ghadir occurred on the 18th of Dhu al-Hijjah in the
10th year of the Hijra, during the return of the pilgrims from Mecca to
Medina. This significant event was closely accompanied by the Qur’an,
both through verses revealed during or after the event and through
previously revealed verses that the Prophet (s) cited, explicitly or
implicitly, in his sermon to the people.

In the sermon of Ghadir, the Prophet (s) referred to more than fifty
Qur’anic verses, highlighting both the Qur’anic grandeur of the event
and the Imamate of Imam Ali (a). The Qur’an itself thus serves as the
best source for establishing this important event. Some of these verses
were revealed on the occasion of Imam Ali’s (a) appointment to the
Imamate (e.g., the verses of Tabligh and Ikmal), while others were
used to support and reinforce the arguments and content of the
sermon. From the perspective of Qur’anic sciences, these verses can be
categorized into four groups: 1. Verses whose exegesis directly relates
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to Imam Ali (a) or the event of Ghadir, such as the verses of Tabligh
and Tkmal. 2. Verses whose ta’wil (esoteric meaning) relates to Imam
Ali (a) or Ghadir, such as the verses “kalimah baqiyah” and “janb
Allah”. 3. Verses that, based on the principle of jurri, are applied to
Imam Ali (a) or Ghadir, such as the verse “al-sirat al-mustagim” or
verses of praise addressing “ayyuha alladhina amanti”. 4. Verses that
are related to Imam Ali (a) or the event of Ghadir, such as the opening
verses of Surat al-Ma‘arij: “sa’ala sa’ilun bi-‘adhabin wagi‘in * lLl-
kafirin laisa lahu dafi”.

Keywords

The Holy Qur’an, Ghadir, Ali ibn Abi Talib (a), exegesis (tafsir),
esoteric meaning (ta'wil), principle of jurri and application (tatbiq).
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Abstract

Ziyarat al-Ghadiriyya, as one of the enduring legacies of Imam Hadi
(peace be upon him), enjoys a distinguished status and has been
examined from various perspectives; however, it also requires
attention from a historiographical viewpoint. This supplication
portrays different phases of the life of Amir al-Mu’minin Ali (peace be
upon him), including the Meccan period, the Medinan era, the period
of the caliphs, the time of his governance, as well as certain personal
characteristics of the Imam. One of the most significant phases
addressed is the prophetic period in Mecca, which witnessed his acts of
self-sacrifice. The present study seeks to examine how reports from the
pre-Hijra period are reflected in Ziyarat al-Ghadiriyya and to answer

* Motahari, H. R., Pordel, M. J. (2025). The Historiography of Imam Hadi (a) on the Life of Amir al-
Mu’minin (a) in the Ziyarat al-Ghadiriya: A Case Study of the Meccan Period. Al-Tarikh va Al-
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the question of how the activities and actions of Amir al-Mu’'minin
during the Mecc an period are represented in this text. It argues that
several actions and qualities of Imam Ali (peace be upon him)—such as
his precedence in believing in the Messenger of God (peace be upon
him and his family), being the first to pray alongside him, his
pioneering role in jihad, and sleeping in the Prophet’s bed on the night
of Laylat al- Mabit—are explicitly referenced in Ziyarat al-Ghadiriyya.
This article aims, through explaining and typologizing Imam Ali
historiography in Ziyarat al-Ghadiriyya, to elucidate these events and
characteristics.

Keywords
Ziyarat al-Ghadiriyya; historiography; Meccan period; Laylat al- Mabit.
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“Wafidat” Regarding the Hadith and Message of Ghadir”
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Abstract

Transmitting the message and culture of a historical event through
various forms and methods contributes to reviving that event; and if
the event in question marks a historical turning point, this revival
becomes even more significant. Ghadir is one of the decisive moments
in Islamic history, and referencing it serves as clear evidence for the
legitimacy of Shi‘ism.

The Wafidat—women who, due to their defense of Imam Ali (a) in the
Battle of Siffin and their encouragement of the army with their poetry
and heroic words, were summoned before Mu‘awiya after he came to
power—were among those who helped revive the message of Ghadir.
The research question of this study is to present a picture of how some
of these women referred to or cited the Hadith of Ghadir, along with
an analysis of the historical data related to these encounters. The
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significance and necessity of explaining these explicit and implicit
references become even greater when considering the efforts of the
first three caliphs—and even more so of Mu‘awiya—to erase the image
of Ghadir from the historical memory of Muslims, both in oral and
written history. According to the findings of the study, of the sixteen
women compiled in the book Akhbar al-Wafidat, attributed to ‘Abbas
ibn Bakkar al-Dabbi (d. 222 AH)—and in fact, the narration of Abu al-
Qasim al-Tanukhi from al-Duri al-Warraq in 371 AH—seven women
made reference to the Hadith of Ghadir. Umm Sinan and Darimiyya
Hajuniyya explicitly referred to the Hadith of Ghadir and its message
by using key expressions such as “awla,” “awla bi-l-amr,” “awsa al-
nabi,” and “aqgada lahu rasul Allah min al-wilaya.” The others,
through expressions such as “akhadhta ghayra haqqik,” “hayhata
dhak [al-khilafa],” “nafmu ahaqqu bi-hadha al-amr minkum,” and
similar phrases, implicitly alluded to the event and Hadith of Ghadir
while emphasizing the illegitimacy of Mu‘awiya’s rule.

Keywords

Ghadir, Hadith of Ghadir, Wafidat, eloquent Arab women, Akhbar al-
Wafidat, Abbas ibn Bakkar al-Dabbi.
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% Abstract

Ghadir Khumm is the day of the completion of religion and the
perfection of blessings through the command of Wilaya, which is one
of the fundamental principles of Islam. The issue of Ghadir can be
examined from various aspects, including the matter of bay‘a
(allegiance). Bay‘a is an ancient Arab tradition that Islam endorsed,
thereby recognizing the political participation of the people. In the
Shia theological framework, the Imam is divinely appointed through
nass (designation). According to Shia political thought, establishing
governance is among the prerogatives of the Prophet and the Imam,
and bay‘a signifies the acceptance of governance. It is necessary for
exercising Wilaya and demonstrating loyalty and adherence to the

Imam.
This study, using a descriptive—analytical method, examines historical,
exegetical, hadith, and theological sources of both Shia and Sunni
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scholars to analyze women’s political presence and provide a historical
account of bay‘a, with a particular focus on women’s allegiance at the
event of Ghadir Khumm. The history of Islam records various pledges
of allegiance to the Prophet (s), some of which include women’s bay‘a.
At Ghadir Khumm, by the Prophet’s command (s), a wide-ranging
pledge of allegiance took place. While Sunni sources do not report
women’s bay‘a at Ghadir, sources such as Tlam al-Wari by Tabarsi
mention women’s allegiance to Imam Ali (a), and other sources like
Tarikh Rawdat al-Safa, Habib al-Siyar, and Al-Ghadir refer to
women pledging allegiance to the Prophet (s) at Ghadir.

Keywords
Ghadir, bay‘a (allegiance), legitimacy of governance, women’s bay‘a.
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The Role of Mazandaran Poets in Promoting the Culture of
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Abstract

Ghadir, as the most important and enduring document of the divine
Islamic tradition and the clearest evidence for Imamate and the
foundation of Wilaya, has for centuries attracted the attention and
dedication of scholars, truth-seeking researchers, and renowned poets.
Poetry and literature of any nation or community reflect its thoughts,
beliefs, and culture, and at the same time serve as the most effective
medium for transmitting their concepts and achievements to future
generations. Ghadir, as the central symbol of Shia thought and culture,
is among the events that—starting from the very moment of its
occurrence—was accompanied by a poem that became attached to it as
a historical testimony. This contributed greatly to conveying this
profound and momentous event to others. One of the regions in which
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the impact of poetry on transmitting the culture of Ghadir can be
clearly observed is Mazandaran. Today, the poetic tradition known as
Amiri remains widespread and highly cherished among its people.
Among the most renowned local poets of Mazandaran is Amir
Pazevari. Although the exact period of his life is uncertain, Orientalists
published his Divan under the title Kanz al-Asrar of Mazandaran in
St. Petersburg in the 13th century. Using descriptive—analytical
methods and available sources, this study seeks to uncover and explain
the role of this popular poet in promoting knowledge of Ghadir and the
dissemination of the Ghadir culture in Mazandaran.

The findings show that Amir Pazevari’s deep sincerity and devotion to
the Ahl al-Bayt (a) and Imam Ali (a) are entirely evident in his verses.
Through various expressions, he seeks both to describe the virtues of
the Imam and to demonstrate his heartfelt loyalty. Moreover, the
simplicity, sweetness, and rich content of his poetry have drawn
people’s attention to him and his works—so much so that today the
Amiri poetic style, rooted in Amir Pazevari’s couplets, has become
prevalent among the people. This has, in turn, strengthened their
affinity with the Ahl al-Bayt, especially Imam Ali (a), and deepened
their understanding of the teachings and the rich culture conveyed
through this poetic tradition.

Keywords
Amir Pazevari, Ghadir Khumm, Imam Ali, poetry, Mazandaran.
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Abstract

In recent decades, the Arbaeen pilgrimage of Imam Husayn has
emerged as one of the most prominent religious and social phenomena
in the Islamic world, due to its massive participation, the expansion of
its symbolic and cultural dimensions, and its gradual transformation
into a transnational and trans-sectarian event. This growing reality has
generated new epistemological questions regarding the nature of this
ritual and the possibility of integrating it into the project of
constructing contemporary Islamic civilization.

This study seeks to examine how the Arbaeen pilgrimage can transcend
the level of a purely religious ritual and, within the framework of the
“New Islamic Civilization” project, become a “civilizational driving
force.” Accordingly, the study evaluates the potential of this
phenomenon to be situated within a comprehensive civilizational
vision aimed at shaping collective consciousness and strengthening
contemporary human revival.
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The central hypothesis of the research posits that the Arbaeen
pilgrimage, while benefiting social, spiritual, and mobilizing capacities,
represents one of the potential pathways for civilizational transformation
in the Muslim world. Nevertheless, the realization and activation of
this potential require placing the phenomenon within a coherent and
goal-oriented epistemological framework and civilizational vision.

The findings indicate that the latent dimensions of this event—namely
its massive popular gathering, value-based symbolism, broad social
extension, and transnational character—contain the key components
of a distinctive civilizational project. Such a project can contribute to
shaping a mission-oriented collective consciousness and activating
dynamics of change within Islamic societies. The realization of this
potential is possible only through reorienting this phenomenon within
an integrated civilizational strategy—one that balances the spirituality
of the ritual with the requirements of civilizational development, and
transforms it from a spontaneous popular act into a conscious action
with a long-term civilizational dimension.

Keywords
Arbaeen pilgrimage; Islamic civilization; civilizational transformation;
religious rituals; collective consciousness.
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